
 

Resolution in Support of the Eminent Domain of Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) and 
establishment of Public Power: 
 
WHEREAS, PG&E was found criminally negligent and responsible for the 2010 San Bruno 
pipeline explosion which killed 8 people and destroyed 38 homes,as well as responsibility for at 
least 18 wildfires since 2017 resulting in the some of the largest losses of life and property in 
state wildfire history; and  
 
WHEREAS, the taxpayers and ratepayers in PG&E’s service district and beyond consistently 
bear the costs of emergency services provided, property destroyed, and lives lost, but resources 
to recoup these costs or to improve the safety and reliability of utility service instead go to 
annual shareholder profits of roughly $1.7 billion in 2017, and some of the largest executive 
compensation packages in the energy industry, with their now former CEO’s compensation 
doubling during the year of the 2017 Fire Siege; and 
 
WHEREAS, other cities, counties, states, and countries operate their own power systems 
successfully, providing on average more reliable and more affordable power than Investor 
Owned Utilities (IOUS) like PG&E, while still generating revenue for their districts and 
returning the profits to ratepayers and reinvesting in safer systems with more renewable energy 
sources; and 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Richmond District Democratic Club requests the 
State of California not bail out PG&E but instead exercise its power of Eminent Domain to 
acquire PG&E in entirety, then performing a comprehensive evaluation of the safety of PG&E’s 
infrastructure, evaluating all possible options for the organizational structure of Northern 
California’s gas and electric system to create a transition plan, including but not limited to 
transferring PG&E’s infrastructure to existing local public agencies with the existing or potential 
capacity to manage them (including Community Choice Aggregators (CCA’s)), the development 
and/or expansion of local MUDS, or the development of a State owned public power system with 
a publicly elected governing body, 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this transition plan be integrated with the State’s goals to 
transform our current power system to 100% renewable generation by 2045 or earlier, further 
cementing California’s role as the leader in combating climate change and leading the green jobs 
and green economy frontier; and 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to all of the following 
agencies, elected officials, and organizations: 
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Governor Gavin Newsom 
Lieutenant Governor Eleni Kounalakis 
San Francisco Mayor London Breed 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 
California Public Utilities Commission 
California Energy Commission 
San Francisco Democratic County Central Committee 
California Democratic Party 
Assemblymember Phil Ting 
Assemblymember David Chiu 
State Senator Scott Weiner 
State Senator Jerry Hill 
The Utility Reform Network 
American Public Power Association 
CalCCA 
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